
In a small proportion of cases, blindness is caused dur-
ing infancy, but in the majority it must be attributed
to the more dangerous, and especially to the contagious,
eye affections, concerning which the public is too little
informed. There is no disability that is in its way more

discouraging to the individual or more costly to the pub-
lic than blindness, and, while it is possible to render it
less of a public and private burden, very much still re-
mains to be done. The evil is none the less serious be-
cause a considerable portion of the burden is borne by
private resources instead of public charity, as is the case
with insanity. The fact that the blind are not so much a

public danger does not render them less deserving of
public sympathy or make it less our duty to ease and
especially to prevent the occurrence of their infirmity.
Much can be done by the promotion of proper legisla¬
tion, as in the state of-Massachusetts, and still more by
an increased sense of responsibility and conduct in ac¬
cordance throughout the medical profession. We are
doubtless doing much both personally and in the educa¬
tion of the public, but the existence of so much prevent¬
able blindness means that we could do more.

PHYSICIANS DO NOT APPROVE OF CHLOROFORMING
THE HELPLESS.

The astonishing allegation has been quoted in a num-
ber of newspapers recently that two medical societies
had indorsed the proposal to chloroform all persons
who had reached the age of sixty. All sensible physi-
cians knew this could not be true of any reputable
society, and we at once wrote for information. The
secretary of one of the societies says it was all the result
of a joke on a reporter, who accepted as truth the fabric
of lies and embroidered on it to a considerable extent in
his paper. We hope that the affair has not contributed
to the public's distrust of the physician. We had sup-
posed that the unenjoyable notoriety thrust by a dull\x=req-\
brained press on the originator of the chloroforming\x=req-\
the-aged joke would be a solemn warning to all other
physicians to avoid the subject. If one insists on joking,
let both joke and listener be approved by a state board of
examiners in humor.

THE POSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT AND MEDICAL
LEGISLATION.

The influence of the Postoffice Department in regu-
lating, if not actually controlling, the sale of spurious
drugs and medicines and appliances for criminal pur-
poses is of the highest importance. It is a source of
congratulation that the present Postmaster-General, Mr.
Cortelyou, is fully alive to this fact, as is shown by his
letter published in the Department of Medical Legisla-
tion. The thanks of the medical profession and society
in general are due to the Postoffice Department for hav-
ing suppressed many concerns that have been engaged in
this nefarious traffic. It is a matter of sincere regret,
however, that the present law does not enable the depart-
ment to deal summarily with many of these offenders.
Congress should so amend existing legislation that it
shall be an offense to deposit in the mails matter adver-
tising either remedies, appliances or treatment intended

for fraudulent or criminal purposes and authorizing the
confiscation of the same when found in the mails. The
assumption of the Postmaster-General that such a law
would have a most wholesome moral effect will be rati¬
fied by every reader, who will likewise agree in the view
that society in general is entitled to precisely this sort of
protection.

CANADIAN COURT TO INVESTIGATE A NOSTRUM.
An opportunity is now afforded in British Columbia

to secure some light on the alleged harmlessness of
"Chamberlain's Colic, Cholera and Diarrhea Remedy."
We referred last week to the coroner's verdict on the
death of an infant said to have been caused by this nos-
trum. The Vancouver World used some strong lan-
guage in commenting on the case, and that paper is now
sued for libel. We are glad to note that the World de-
clares its satisfaction over the prospect. Some of these
nostrums are being hard pressed by the exposures that
are made, and they will, of course, fight back. Whether
they will carry the fight actually into the courts remains
to be seen; it is easy to commence a suit, and it has the
effect of scaring the weak-kneed. But sometimes the
courts get to bottom facts and find out the truth which
some nostrum vendors are not anxious to have made
known.

ONE ILLUSTRATION OF FRATERNITY AND
CO-OPERATION.

An Idaho physician1 who made application for license
to practice was rejected because the results of his exami-
nation were not satisfactory, and the district judge to
whom his appeal was taken reviewed his examination
papers, raising the grade, but not raising it enough to
pass him. He then appealed to the Supreme Court,
and, while the case was pending, Dr. R. L. Nourse, the
president of the Idaho State Medical Society, who was
also a member of the State Board of Medical Examiners
at the time the application referred to was acted on,
commented rather pointedly, in his annual address, on
the actions and words of this district judge. Besides
quoting freely from the judge's opinion as handed down,
Dr. Nourse said: "Think of it! A judge, however
learned he may be in matters of law, sitting as superiorto a board of six medical men on matters pertaining to
medicine, gravely scrutinizing the markings given by a
medical board to a candidate for a license to practicemedicine, to see if he had been rated correctly. It
would be intensely funny if it were not, in fact, so seri¬
ous a matter." Further, commenting on the remarks-
of the judge concerning the subject of pathology, Dr.
Nourse said: "It will, no doubt, be news to you that
pathology is a subject that only specialists (he does not
say what specialists) are expected to be posted on. Al¬
though every bona fide medical school in existence
teaches pathology, and every state examining board
must examine on it, yet this learned judge sweeps it
aside as an unfair test." For these remarks Dr. Nourse
was summoned before the judge, who fined him $300.00

1. See Idaho news, this issue.
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